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Ella Jane Fitzgerald was widely known as "The First Lady 
of Song." Her extraordinary vocal range and flexibility, 
combined with her gift for pitch, rhythmic sense, and 
flawless diction, made her a favorite of fans, songwriters 
and other singers. The stamp image is a portrait based on 
a photograph taken circa 1956 that captures the joy and 
excitement that Fitzgerald brought to music.
Fitzgerald was born April 25, 1917, in Newport News, VA. 
From an early age, she loved to sing and dance. Her 
success as an amateur brought Fitzgerald to the attention 
of bandleader and drummer Chick Webb, who hired her to 
sing with his orchestra. In 1938, she and Webb scored a 

number-one hit record with "A-Tisket, A-Tasket,"
Among Fitzgerald's several dozen albums was Ella Sings Gershwin, a precursor to her 
"Songbook" project, recorded in 1950. The later George and Ira Gershwin Songbook is 
cited by many as one of Fitzgerald's most special collections. Her Duke Ellington 
Songbook also has many admirers. Her collaborations with Louis Armstrong, including 
Ella and Louis, were among her most popular efforts. Armstrong was only one of the 
celebrated musicians with whom Fitzgerald recorded and performed. Others included 
Count Basie, Joe Pass and Oscar Peterson.
Fitzgerald broke many racial barriers - she was the first black artist to appear in various 
exclusive clubs around the United States, including the famed Copacabana in New 
York, in June 1957. Fitzgerald won 13 Grammy Awards and many other honors, 
including the National Medal of Arts, presented to her in 1987 by President Ronald 
Reagan. She was one of five artists awarded Kennedy Center Honors in 1979. In 1989, 
the Society of Singers created an award for lifetime achievement, called it the "Ella," 
and made her its first recipient. In 2005, Jazz at Lincoln Center inducted Fitzgerald into 
its Nesuhi Ertegun Jazz Hall of Fame.
Fitzgerald continued to perform up until a few years before her death, when failing 
health compelled her reluctant retirement. She died at her home in Beverly Hills, CA, on 
June 15, 1996. Fans and colleagues alike mourned the passing of this beloved singer. 



Ira Gershwin once remarked, "I never knew how good our songs were until I heard Ella 
Fitzgerald sing them."
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