
Happy October, ESPER members! I hope all of you had an amazing summer and are ready to walk into 
autumn’s beautiful colors!   

Where do I start?  Well, I’m sure you’re not surprised that we had a fantastic time at the American 
Philatelic Society StampShow in Omaha, Nebraska on August 1-4.  Thanks to the ESPER volunteers who 
staffed the booth as well as all members who attended the show.   I can’t thank the ESPER members 
enough for sharing their time and staffing the booth!    

As I have mentioned previously, there are two areas of our mission I would like to probe further during 
my tenure which include the following:  

1) To help provide educational scholarships 
2) To help start youth philatelic clubs 

I will continue to mention these areas to hold myself accountable.  Some exciting and related news to 
share: 

1) We have established a Scholarship Task Force to explore whether scholarships are viable at this 
time for our organization.  If we aren’t ready to establish scholarships now, this task force will 
determine what opportunities should be in place or if there are other opportunities we should 
be concentrating on instead of scholarships?  If we are ready to pursue scholarships, this task 
force will explore and discuss the steps which are required to launch one or more scholarships.   

2) We have established an Auction Committee that will explore reviewing the process of launching 
an online auction as well as discussing potential auction items.  Potential auction items include 
Kendal Bevil ESPER edition covers as well as multiple Synthia Saint James’ limited-edition 
prints, "Abundance." This print was inspired by the message in her 2016 Kwanzaa stamp and 
honored the 50th year of the Kwanzaa celebration. 

3) Outreach to youth remains a priority.  If you have any ideas about outreach opportunities, 
please reach out to me directly at  warachalefaison@gmail.com. In the meantime, let’s grab 
those opportunities to reach our youth any way we can!  Simple steps we can take include but 
are not limited to the following: 

a. At stamp shows and exhibits, we should have bags of stamps to give to the youth that 
stop by our tables.    

b. Perhaps we can outreach to local youth organizations to share information about 
philately.  

I will end my thoughts by celebrating our very own Ricky Johnson.  In September, I received an 
email from the San Jose Stamp Club alerting me that the club was hosting a stamp collecting merit 
badge at the Filatelic Fiesta Stamp Show to be held in October.  Apparently one of the youths in 
their area had shared an interest in collecting “Black history” stamps and would have challenges 
collecting the number of stamps required to receive the merit badge.  With some dialogue back 
and forth, I shared that collecting "stamps depicting people and events related to the African 
diaspora” might allow for a more inclusive collection of stamps.  I’m ecstatic to share that Ricky 
Johnson sent 75 stamps to the stamp club to help the young man achieve his merit badge.    Ricky, 
thanks so much for your generosity!  

 

#StampsTeach #ESPER #ESPERstamps  

Best regards,  
Warachal Eileen Faison, MD
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