
Esper G. Hayes started collecting bird stamps when she was nine years old. Her father 
brought them home from his trips as a Pullman porter on the trains. As a child, stamps ere her 
friends, and she spent many hours with them. Since then she has collected stamps of butterflies 
and from the Vatican as well as Black heritage stamps. In recent years, her collecting focus has 
been on cacheted covers. 

Ms. Hayes en-joys collecting stamps and covers because they are educational and allow her to 
travel to other countries and study their history and people. She confides that stamp collecting 
for her is relaxing and allows her to enjoy inner peace and the beauty of silence. Stamp 
collecting also has afforded her the opportunity to make friends around the world.
Professionally, Ms. Hayes is a retired clinical social worker and for- mer Director of Residential 
Services and worked extensively helping young people to become the best they could be when 
they had no one else. She encouraged them to trace their Black heritage with stamps and to 
collect stamps as a hobby.

Esper often went to big-time stamp show and easily mingled with stamp dealers. At one 
particular stamp show in the 1970s, she stood on line to get the autograph of the famous 
Olympian track star, Jesse Owens. As she approached him, he stood up to greet her and 
commented on the fact that they were the only two African Americans in the room. He said that 
something should be done to help Black people take pride in themselves; Ms. Hayes agreed 
and promised that she would do something about it. Years later, after Jesse Owens died, Ms. 
Hayes remembered her promise and created ESPER, a society that encourages African 
Americans to collect stamps and that promotes the commemorating of African Americans on 
stamps.

Esper began her commitment by sharing her collections at events and activities in philatelic 
circles as well as the general community and recruited people into the hobby of philately. After 
much legwork and many prayers, in December of 1988, 35 people formed the core of what 
would become the Ebony Society of Philatelic Events and Re- flections, the acronym of which is 
ESPER, same as the founder’s first name. Initially, Ms. Hayes was the president of the society, 
and she edited and published a Black stamp journal for five consecutive years (1989-1993). All 
of her good work went into the archives of the National Women’s History Project (NWHP), a 
non-profit organization dedicated to writing women back into history, as evidence of her efforts. 
The NWHP recognized Esper’s efforts and achievements by honoring her as a Ph.D. (Doctor of 
Philately).

Currently, Ms Hayes lives in Charlotte, North Carolina, and she still is active as a guiding force 
of the philatelic society she founded and continues to mentor young people and collectors in the 
hobby she has enjoyed since childhood.


