
 Schomburg:  The Man Who Built a Library 

This book tells the story of Arturo Schomburg an Afro-Puerto Rican, who at an early 
age began to question the lack of information about his African heritage and history. 
 Driven by his search for knowledge, Schomburg began collecting books, letters, 
articles, prints and any form of information he could.  This book tells of the people, 
places, and events in Schomburg’s life that inspired him and kept his quest for 
knowledge alive.  Through the years his collection grew to a point that he could not 
contain it within the walls of his home. 
Schomburg made a deal with the New York Public Library to become the curator of 
its Harlem Branch.  Schomburg’s collection became the foundation for the Division 
of Negro History, Literature and Prints  Today the Harlem Branch bears his name 
and is a testament to his life-long work.   
___________________________ 
Weatherford, Carole Boston.  Schomburg:  The Man Who Built a Library   Eric 
Velasquez, illustrator.  Candlewick Press, Somerville, MS, 2017. 
*A Stamp Activity Kit is available for this book; 10 stamps required; 3 stamps included. 
  
  
 Here are 3 stamps related to the text of this book. 
  

                                          

BENJAMIN BANNEKER   (1731 – 1806) ~ Self-taught astronomer and 
mathematician.  His achievements included building a clock out of wood, planning 
the survey for the establishment of the city of Washington, D.C. and publishing 
many almanacs.  (Issued: 2/15/80 –  Scott # 1804)       
  



                                          

PAUL LAURENCE DUNBAR (1872 – 1906) ~ Poet, novelist, and playwright of the 
late 19th and early 20th century.  Dunbar is often remembered for his poetry done in 
the Negro dialect of the antebellum South.  (Issued:  5/1/75 – Scott # 1554) 
  

                                               

ARTURO SCHOMBURG    (1874 – 1938) Historian, writer, and activist whose 
research of the contributions that African descendants made to America help to 
make Schomburg an important figure of the Harlem Renaissance.  (Issued:  5/21/20 – 
Scott # TBA)  


